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LETTER  I. 


Brave  Britijh  Seamen  I 

IS  It  poflible  that  while  the  utter  deftru<5lion  of 
England  is  planned  by  its  enemies,  Britifli 
Sailors  are  not  upon  their  duty  ? — No!  it  cannot  be ; 
or  if  it  is  fo,  Britifh  Sailors  do  not  know  their  dan- 
ger and  their  difgrace. 

Have  the  DARING  villains  who  have  foweddif- 
content  amongft  you,  ever  told  you,  that  if  this 
Summer  is  fpent  in  quarrelling  with  your  officers 
and  your  country,  you  will  foon  have  neither  officers 
nor  country  to  quarrel  with  ? — You  will  have 
nothing  to  quarrel  for^ — you  will  be  only  permitted 
to  obey. — Have  they  told  you  that  France,  having 
inade  peace  with  every  other  power,  has  the  vanity 
to  expe6t  Ihe  will  conquer  England,  and  fubdue  it 
for  ever  and  for  aye  ?  Have  thefe  villains  told  you 
the  truth  ?  That  trufting  to  a  mutiny  amongft  the 
braveft  body  of  men  that  ever  plowed  the  ocean, 
they  intend  to  invade  England?  That  when  its 
credit  and  commerce  fhall  be  gone  j— when  Lon- 
don fhall  be  a  ruin  on  the  banks  of  the  Thames,  then 

th^ 


(     4     )  ' 

the  Bricllli  Navy  fhall  be  divided  between  France, 
Holland,  and  Spain  ;  and  that  the  Britifh  Seamen 
will  be  portioned  out  in  the  different  (hips  of  diffe- 
rent countries  ? 

Seamen !  If  you  did  not  know  this  faft,  know  it 
now :  IT  IS  TRUE  ;  and  what  is  worfe,  it  will  be 
accompiiffied,  if  you  perfift  in  your  difobedience. 
The  ambition  of  France  never  went  fo  far  as  to 
think  of  conquering  you  by  force ;  but  now, 
fay  they,  the  Britiili  lion  has  loft  his  teeth  and 
his  claws — they  already  rejoice  in  the  vi6tory; 
and  they  rejoice  with  reafon,  for  if  you  continue 
mutinous,  it  is  certain, — 

Shall  it  ever  be  faid  ?  no,  it  never  (hall  be  faid, 
that  while  the  enemies  of  England  were  determined 
on  its  everlafting  ruin,  its  defenders  were  fquab- 
bling  £.bout  ounces  of  bread,  and  infulting  their 
king  and  country—Yes,  infulting  the  king  and 
country*  Has  not  what  you  demanded  been 
granted  ?  and  has  not  the  mutinous  manner  it  was 
demanded  been  pardoned  and  forgiven  ?  and  muft 
you  ftill perfift  ?— It  is  too  much:  your  grievances 
are  -redrefied,  or  if  even  any  yet  remain,  is  this 
the  time  to  fpeak  of  them  ?  is  this  the  time  to  mu- 
tiny ?  When  yoti  think  on  what  you  deferve  for  your 
fervices  and  for  your  bravery,  do  you  forget  what  you 
owe  to  your  country,  to  your  wives,  your  children 

and 


(    5    ) 

and  yourfelves  ?  "When  you  Ihall  have  become 
bondfrneuy  when  the  work  of  ruin  fhall  be  com- 
plete, it  will  then  be  faid — This,  this  is  the 
WORK  OF  British  Seamen  ! 

Sailors  ! !  the  fate  of  Italy,  of  Flanders  and  of 
Holland,  awaits  England,  if  its  defenders  do  not 
return  to  order  and  their  duty.  Without  order 
and  fubordination  a  cock-boat  is  better  than  a  firll 
rate  man  of  war.  Without  order  there  can  be  no 
ftrength,  no  exertion,  no  viftory  : — without  order 
there  can  only  be  fhame,  difgrace  and  flavery* 
The  chains  are  now  forging  that  are  intended  to  bind 
England  for  ever.  Rife  up  like  one  man,  fwear 
obedience  to  your  officers,  keep  your  oath,  con- 
quer your  enemies  ;  and  when  that  is  done,  appeal 
to  your  king  and  country, 
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LETTER  II. 


Brave  Britijb  Soldiers! 


WE  often  led  your  forefathers  to  glory;  and 
we  are  confident,  you  will  never  difgrace 
the  name  of  a  Britifh  Soldier  by  difputing  for 
gain,  while  you  have  enemies  to  conquer. 

It  is  in  vain  that  the  fecret  enemies  of  England 
feek  to  miflead  the  defenders  of  England;  and  by 
making  them  turn  their  arms  againft  their  country, 
render  it  an  eafy  prey  to  a  foreign  foe. 

You  have  not  forgotten  the  fame  which 
Englifhmen  acquired  in  France  at  the  battles  of 
Agincourt  and  CrefTy — You  never  can  forget  it; 
and  while  you  remember  it,  you  will  never  let 
France  rule  over  your  at  prefent  unhappy  country. 

No,  Soldiers !  IVPjen  the  game-cock  lyes  down 
on  the  dung-hilly  but  not  till  then,  fliall  we  fee 
the  defenders  of  England  bargaining  with  their 
king,  when  they  fhculd  be  fighting  for  him  and 
their   country. 

WE  called  your  anceflors  to  glory — They 
followed  us,  and  they  were  not  difappointed.  Wc 
never  gave  quarter  but  to  a  fubmiffive  foe;  and 
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we   never  fettled   differences   amongft   ourfelves 
whilft  we  had  an  eneifty  to  conquer. 

Our  Soldiers  when  marching  againft  the  French, 
did  not  difdain  to  eat  "  The  rudefi  berry  on  the 
rougheji  hedge y*'  but  when  they  had  fought  and 
conquered,  the  faireft  fruits  of  their  country  were 
their  portion. — Such  were  Englifh  Soldiers  in 
our  days  !  fuch  we  hope  they  are  ftill ,  and  that 
fuch  they  will  always  be. 

But,  Soldiers !  remember,  that  though  the 
enemy  is  not  yet  in  view,  he  is  approaching — 
Remember  well,  that  the  fall  of  England  is  pro- 
jected and  intended.  Do  not  you  know  that  the 
citizens  of  Paris  are  counting  up  the  fpoils  of 
London  ? — They  are  trufting  to  your  diforder  for 
your  deftruction;  and  when  villanous  men  fhall 
have  fowed  divifion  amongft  you,  then  will  the 
French  foldiers  who  have  pillaged  Italy,  come  and 
divide  the  ipoils  of  England. 

Shall  it  ever  be  faid,  that  while  the  French  zrt 
openly  boafting  that  London  Jhould  he  laid  low)r^ 
that  Englifh  gold  fhall  fill  their  pockets,  and 
Englifh  women  fhall  lie  in  their  arms ;  fhall  it 
ever  be  faid  that  the  defenders  of  England  are 
otherwife  employed  than  in  fighting  againft  its 
enemies  ? — No.  Never  !  never  !  Was  it  to  let 
the  French  ravilh  your  wives  and  daughters,  and 
Jay  wafte  your  cities,  and  your  fields,  that  your 
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honoured  anceftors  fought  and  fell  ?  No,  Soldiers ! 
Defend  the  inheritance  they  left  yous  and  if  you 
are  aggrieved,  ipeak  boldly ;  but  do  not  fpeak  till 
you  have  firft  done  your  duty.  Shew  that  Englifh- 
men  are  ftill  the  fame  as  they  were  at  Agincourt 
and  Crefly^  and  when  you  have  done  as  your 
fathers  did,  woe  be  to  thofe  who  ihall  refiife  to  do 
you  juftice* 

EDWARD  AND  HENRY. 
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